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The Existing NSC Charter:

Charter

Article 1: Preamble

This Charter setting out the internal regulations of the North Sea Commission (NSC) is set within the
provisions of the Charter of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR). Only regions,
which are members of the CPMR, may be members of the NSC.

Article 2: Constitution

The North Sea Commission brings together the Presidents or del egates appointed by the Regional
Authoritiesimmediately below the level of Central Government which border the North Sea or which
in some ways have strong links to the North Sea.

Article 3: Objectives

The North Sea Commission is established to further partnerships between Regional authorities which
face the challenges and opportunities presented by the North Sea. Through dialogue and formal
partnerships it will seek to promote common interests, especialy in relation to the Institutions of the
European Union, the national governments and other organisation dealing with issues, which are
relevant to the North Sea.

Article 4: Organisation
The North Sea Commission will be organised through the institutions of :

an annual General Assembly
aPresident and two Vice-Presidents
an Executive Committee

an Executive Secretary

Thematic Groups

A General Assembly of all Member Regions will be held once ayear, or more frequently if required.

The General Assembly shall elect a President, two Vice-Presidents and an Executive Committee who,
unless they cease to be elected regional representatives, shall hold office for 2 years. If amember of
the Executive Committee ceases to hold office in mid-term, the substitute will act as full member of
the Executive Committee until the next General Assembly, where anew member can be elected.

The President of the North Sea Commission will normally be the President/political leader of their
respective authority and represent aregional authority that isa Member of CPMR.

The Executive Committee, apart from the President and the Vice-Presidents, will comprise elected
regional representatives from each member country represented on the North Sea Commission. The
member countries so defined are Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Holland, Belgium, France,
England and Scotland. Each member country shall appoint one representative and one or more
substitute representatives.
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The Executive Committee will meet 3 or moretimes ayear.

On the recommendation of the Executive Committee, the General Assembly shall nominate an
Executive Secretary who will be responsible for supporting the administration of the North Sea
Commission.

A number of Thematic Groups will be established to progress key issues identified by the North Sea
Commission. Each group will have a Co-ordinator, who is appointed by the NSC Executive
Committee. The Co-ordinator is responsible for the daily running of the group and should provide a
report on the activities of the group at every Executive Committee meeting and present the Annual
Report to the General Assembly. Each Thematic Group will have a chairman, who isa member of the
Executive Committee and another elected politician from aregional authority will be appointed vice-
chairman.

Article5: Finance

The activities of the North Sea Commission will be funded through an annual subscription payable by
each Member Authority, this annual subscription being determined by the Executive Committee and
approved by the General Assembly. The subscription islevied in December each year covering the
following year.

Application for the use of funds will be made to the Executive Secretary of the North Sea Commission
and will be determined by the Executive Committee.

Accounts and a budget will be presented by the Executive Secretary to the annual General Assembly
and monitored at meetings of the Executive Committee.

Article 6: Partnerships
The North Sea Commission will seek to work in partnership with the other organisations or
institutions whose aims are complementary to the objectives of the North Sea Commission.

To this end the North Sea Commission and its Thematic Groups will enter into co-operation
agreements with relevant local agencies, organisations or institutions.

Article 7. Amendmentsto the Charter
Amendments to the North Sea Commission Charter can only be made by the General Assembly and
will normally be based on the recommendations of the Executive Committee.



